The Bertalanffy Lecture @ (7

THINKING WITHOUT A BRAIN

alcomiclinspired by the talk by Ottoline Leyser

THALIA IS A PESIMISTIC PLANT. THE WORLD MAKES HER ANXIOLS.

MOST IMPORTANTLY,
I PON'T WANT TO
SEEM MORE
ATTRACTIVE AS
FOOP FOR:

GROW MORE
NOW? NO THANKS,
CONDITIONS MIGHT SEEM
IPEAL BUT ..

... NHAT
IF NUTRITIONS
BECOME S5CARCE?
WHAT IF THE
WEATHER CHANGES?
EVERYBODY KNOWS
ABOUT GLOBAL
WARMING!

SHE IS ALSO

TERRIFIED oF
SNAILS.

GROWING 50
MUCH CANNOT Bg
GOOD FOR YOU,
MAX. IF A PLANT WOULD HAVE A

BRAIN...

I DON’T KNOW...
AH! TAKING THESE
PDECISIONS 15 HARD.
SOMETIMES I WISH T
HAD A BRAIN..

...ONE SNAIL
AND YOU’RE
DEAD.

YOU’RE THINKING WRONG. WE ARE 5TRONG
BECAUSE WE ARE ALWAYS ABLE TO GROW MORE AND
BECAUSE WE HAVE FLEXIBILITY OF FORM AND NO
50 UNIQUE PARTS! ANY PART OF U5 CAN BE EATEN AND
EVERYTHING WE 5TILL CAN BE HAPPY,
15 HELPLESS.

BUT £ 5TILL DON'T
FEEL LIKE GROWING
MORE BRANCHES...

OF COURSE YoU
PON’T, IT’S IN YOUR
NATURE

LET ME EXPLAIN..




WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF APICAL* DOMINANCE

TIP OF
CENTRAL
STEM —

AUXILLIARY
BRANCH

WOW. HOW
PRETTY
CLEVER WE ARE
TO MAKE
PECISIONS
WITHOUT A BRAIN!

NOW LET THE WIND,
THE SUN AND THE
SNAILS COME!

IF ONE 5TEM 15
EATEN, T'LL
GROW 50Me
More!

This comic was created by:

e &

THIS 15 YoU,
THALIA
YOU'RE A VERY
COMMON PLANT.

REGULATING
GROWTH UPWARD
15 CRUCIAL_ TO
COMPETE FOR
BETTER LIGHT
CONDITIONS,
YoU ARE JUST
MAKING SENSIBLE
DECISIONS!

T

ANOTHER
AUXILLIARY
BRANCH

MORE ALXILIARY BRANCHES = MAX

AND THIS |5 ME: MAX

I MAKE MORE RECKLESS PECISIONS
ABOUT BRANCHING BBCANU’aé SOMETHING 15

MISSING
THE MAX GENES

MA)( éENée HELP TO
MAKE OTHER MOLECULES
CALLED 6TE/60LA6TON26

AND STRIGOLACTONES HEL
T0 PLACE PIN P/?OTE/NéI

50, NO MAX GENES ->
NO STRIGOLACTONES -
NO SUPER STRONG AUXIN FLOW
INHIBITING AUXILIARY
BRANCHING

BUT THIS |5 NOT
OCCURRING
NATURALLY. T WAS
MADE TO BE THIS
WAY,

THALIA, WE ARE IN A CONTEOLLED
LAB, REMEMBER ?

THEN T WONDER WHERE MY
FEAR OF SNAILS COMES
FROM...7
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THE END.
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